
“What Will I Do- Stay or Run Away?”
Organizing Topic:  Problem Solving

Target Grade Level: Upper elementary  

Sample Related Standards of Learning: Civics 3.12
The student will recognize that Americans are a people of diverse ethnic origins, customs, and traditions, who are united by the basic principles of a republican form of government and respect for individual rights and freedoms.

Objective: The students will employ problem solving strategies in order to justify why some slaves stayed with plantation owners and some chose to run away.

Prerequisite Understandings/Knowledge/Skills: Basic knowledge of problem solving strategies to include generation of choices and consequences as well as evaluation of each. Vocabulary: slaves, plantations, freedom, individual rights
Materials Needed: 

· Novel and/or video that depicts plantation life. Examples could include Follow the Drinking Gourd, Jeanette Winter; Day of Tears: A Novel in Dialogue, Julius Lester; A Picture of Freedom: The Diary of Clotee, a Slave Girl, Belmont Plantation, Virginia 1859, Patricia C. McKissack; Meet Addy: An American Girl, Connie Porter, Melodye Benson Rosales, and Dahl Taylor
· Graphic organizers- web, spider map

· Computers with internet access
· Class discussion rubric
Time Frame: two class periods

Lesson Procedure:

1. While researching “challenges faced by slaves living on a plantation” on the internet, complete web graphic organizer. http://www.eduplace.com/graphicorganizer/pdf/clusterweb2.pdf 
2. View video or read book to raise awareness of life during slavery and the challenges faced by slaves, adding to web graphic organizer as new ideas are introduced.

3. Distribute a spider map    http://www.eduplace.com/graphicorganizer/pdf/spider.pdfgraphic organizer and ask students to record answers to the following questions:

a. What are some problems faced by slaves on living and working on a plantation?

b. What are the consequences slaves would face if they left the plantation?

c. What are the consequences slaves would face if they stayed on the plantation?

d. If you were a slave, would you stay on the plantation or would you try to escape north? Why?

3. Discuss the above questions and answers. Then have students use the information from the graphic organizers to individually evaluate which choice would be best.

4. After students have made a choice, have each partner up with another student to share answers.  Then have each pair share out with the group.

5. Discuss and evaluate student choices as a class. Wrap up discussion by having students comment on the following statement. “By choosing to stay or run away involves facing consequences; the slaves couldn’t have both freedom and security.”
Specific Options for Differentiating this Lesson by:

· Content- compare and contract challenges slaves faced with challenges students face today
· Process-conduct “readers’ theater” exercise
· Product-students brainstorm collectively and dictate answers. Record the information on a chalkboard, Smart board or PowerPoint slides 

Evaluation: 

1. Collect the graphic organizers depicting choices and consequences and assess for completion.
2. Rubric for class discussion.

Extending Understanding: 

1. Exit slips about lessons learned from the slaves.

2. Assign a RAFT paper (www.readingquest.org/strat/raft.html)  for students to complete to demonstrate understanding of the problem slaves faced
R – Role – a slave

A – Audience – a BFF slave

F – Format – a text message 

T – Topic – did you decide to stay or go and why
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